ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 22, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 14
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO CONTRACT WITH CAPITAL AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR FUEL ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION
RESOLUTION # 16 – 488

WHEREAS, Ingham County and its residents have been hit hard by the housing & economic crisis; and

WHEREAS, metered and deliverable fuel assistance funded through the Michigan Energy Assistance Program helps almost 500 Lansing and rural Ingham residents equally; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Treasurer continuously works to improve the outcome for families facing the negative impact of poverty and tax foreclosure through financial education, counseling and connections to the Social Services safety net; and

WHEREAS, the Fuel Assistance Program through professional staff at Capital Area Community Services (CACS) has increased in complexity and faces current year severe funding cutback by the State of Michigan for staff; and

WHEREAS, in Fiscal Year 2015 the efforts of CACS helped 477 households allowing low income citizens to remain comfortable in their homes; and

WHEREAS, the Treasurer’s Office has witnessed the value of the layered services through CACS and is looking for its staff to coordinate fuel assistance and financial literacy outreach to tax delinquent property owners and renters throughout Ingham County; and 

WHEREAS, this fuel assistance staffing crisis will demand programmatic changes in future years to make the program sustainable and this funding will provide the flexibility to find a way forward without limiting the fuel assistance to Ingham County Citizens.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the County Treasurer to contract with CACS for 2016-2017, to provide staff support for their Fuel Assistance Program in the amount of $30,000 to be taken from the Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners and County Clerk are hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents after approval as to form by the County Attorney. 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Tsernoglou, Hope

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Bahar-Cook, Maiville     Approved  11/15/2016
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Bahar-Cook, Tennis, McGrain, Crenshaw, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Anthony, Case Naeyaert     Approved  11/16/2016

